[image: ]Job Title – Personal Assistant
Hours – Saturday or Sunday term time, 3 hours per week
15 hours per week school holiday – flexible days/times
Rate of pay – £14.00 per hour
Location – Fenham
Personal Assistant– 2:1 Support for a Young Boy

Riley is a 6-year-old boy with complex needs. He is non-verbal and has autism, learning difficulties, epilepsy (controlled with medication), PICA, and a low immune system. He requires full-time supervision and support in all aspects of daily living.
Riley requires 2:1 support to keep him safe and well supported at all times.
We are a family with an older child and are also expecting a new baby soon, so having consistent, reliable support for Riley is essential to help our household run safely and smoothly.
Riley is a happy child who enjoys being outdoors, going for car rides, visiting parks, swimming, and family caravan holidays. He prefers solitary play and expresses happiness through giggling.
Main Duties and Responsibilities
Personal Care:
· Full support with continence care, including changing pads and cleaning
· Maintaining high hygiene standards due to low immune system
· risks related to PICA (preventing ingestion of non-food items)
Behavioural Support:
· Supporting Riley during times of distress or frustration
· Using calming techniques and reassurance
· Managing behaviours such as lashing out or self-injury (e.g. biting)
· Monitoring and reducing triggers where possible
· Supervising at all times to ensure safety

Communication:
· Supporting Riley’s development of communication methods (including Makaton)
· Interpreting non-verbal cues and responding appropriately
Daily Living & Activities:
· Supporting participation in activities Riley enjoys (outdoor play, swimming, trips)
· Assisting with feeding, ensuring safe intake (as Riley does not recognise when he is full)
· Encouraging engagement in a safe and structured way
Mobility & Equipment:
· Supporting use of a specialist needs buggy
· Monitoring and preventing behaviours such as head-banging while in the buggy
Person Specification
Essential:
· Patient, calm, and compassionate nature
· Ability to remain composed in challenging situations
· Willingness to provide full personal care
· Understanding of safeguarding and safety
Desirable:
· Experience working with children with autism or complex needs
· Knowledge of epilepsy and PICA
· Experience with non-verbal communication methods (e.g. Makaton)
Additional Information
This role requires someone who can build trust with Riley and provide consistent, nurturing support. The successful candidate will play a vital role in helping him feel safe, understood, and happy, while also supporting a busy family environment.
Working with Riley is both challenging and deeply rewarding, and I am looking for someone who will treat him with the same care and understanding as I do.
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