Job Description 
Location: Fenham
Hours: 3 hours on a Saturday or Sunday during term time, with 6.5 hours available flexibly during the school holidays
Hourly Rate: £14.25 per hour

About Kieran
Kieran is an 11-year-old happy, bubbly and talkative boy who enjoys getting out and taking part in activities. He particularly loves swimming, bowling, visiting parks and going out for something to eat – especially McDonald’s.
Kieran is autistic and can sometimes find it difficult to communicate what he wants or how he is feeling. If he is unable to make himself understood or becomes overwhelmed, he can become very upset or angry. At times, this may result in him lashing out at others or hurting himself. Kieran has a communication device which can be used to help him express himself when he is finding verbal communication difficult.
Kieran has no awareness of danger and requires close supervision at all times, particularly when outside the home. He has been known to run off, so his PA will need to be physically fit, alert and able to respond quickly to ensure his safety.
Kieran is still learning to read and attends Thomas Bewick School.
The Role
The Personal Assistant will provide 1:1 support to Kieran, helping him to enjoy activities safely and encouraging his independence where appropriate.
The role will involve taking Kieran out to enjoy activities such as swimming, bowling, visiting parks and eating out. The PA will be responsible for keeping Kieran safe and closely supervised at all times, including being aware of the risk of him running off.
You will support Kieran with his communication, including helping him to use his communication device when needed. You will also need to recognise when he is becoming overwhelmed or distressed and provide calm, patient support to help him regulate and de-escalate situations.
Kieran requires support with using the toilet when out and about, so the PA must be comfortable providing this assistance when required.
About You
We are looking for someone who is caring, patient, reliable and energetic, with previous experience of supporting children with autism. You will need to be confident supporting behaviours that can challenge and able to remain calm when Kieran becomes distressed.
As Kieran is unable to use public transport, a full UK driving licence and access to your own car are essential.
Most importantly, we are looking for someone who can build a positive and trusting relationship with Kieran, helping him to feel safe and comfortable while having fun and enjoying the activities he loves.

